
Lancashire APPG minutes 
 

 
Type of meeting 
 

 
Third meeting. 

 
Time, date, venue. 
 

 
2pm, Tuesday 13th July 2021. Zoom Meeting. 

 
In attendance. 
 

 
Parliamentarians 

 

 
Others 

 
Baroness Prof. Sue Black. 
David Morris MP. 
Sara Britcliffe MP. 
Antony Higginbotham MP. 
The Rt Revd Julian Henderson, Bishop of 
Blackburn. 
Samuel East, on behalf of Rosie Cooper MP. 
 

 
Rachel McQueen, Marketing 
Lancashire. 
David Harland, Eden Project North. 
Simon Danczuk, Downtown in Business. 

 
Apologies. 
 

 
Parliamentarians 

 

 
Others 

 
Lord David Alton. 
Katherine Fletcher MP. 
Baroness Ruth Henig. 
Jake Berry MP. 
Andrew Stephenson MP. 
Baroness Doreen Massey. 
Ben Wallace MP. 
 

 
Stephen Young, Lancashire County 
Council. 
Frank McKenna, Downtown in Business. 
 

 
Opening remarks. 
 

 
David Morris MP, chair, opened the meeting and thanked everyone for their 
attendance, then ran through the agenda. 
 

 
Matters arising from 
the last meeting. 
 

 
Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and there were no matters arising. 

 
Eden of the North 
presentation by David 
Harland, Chief 
Executive. 
 

 
David described the progress that was being made with the development in 
Morecambe and emphasised the impact it will have. He noted that they were 
approaching the planning stage and they did not anticipate any significant problems 
because they have always worked with both the statutory bodies and local residents.  
 
They still hope to attract £70m in funding from Central Government, and this will be 
supplemented by funds from the private sector. 
 
There was then a discussion about how Parliamentarians can help support the 
development, particularly with Government. It was agreed that David Morris MP would 
try and arrange a meeting with the Prime Minister, where various Lancashire 
representatives could press the case, on Thursday 25th November, the same day as the 
Lancashire APPG celebrations in Speaker’s House. 
 

  



Lancashire’s Capital of 
Culture bid 
presentation by Rachel 
McQueen, Chief 
Executive at Marketing 
Lancashire. 
 

Rachel described the bidding process and the progress that had been made. She 
explained that an Expression of Interest had to be submitted by 19th July, that a full bid 
had to be submitted by January 2022, and that the winner is to be announced in May 
2022. 
 
It was understood that Lancashire County Council had withdrawn their financial 
support for the bid. 
 
David Morris MP referred to the House of Common’s Library Research which he had 
commissioned, and how it explained what the benefits of a bid were. 
 
There was a discussion about how further representations could be made to help 
support the bid going forward and it was also raised as to whether other councils in 
Lancashire were providing match funding. 
 
It was agreed that David Morris MP, as chair, would put out a statement to the media 
supporting the submission of a bid and encouraging Lancashire County Council to 
remain behind the bid.  
 

 
Visit to BAE Systems. 
 

 
A brief overview was given of the conversation with BAE Systems and their ability to 
accommodate such a visit. Friday 17th September, from around 10am to 2pm was 
tentatively agreed as a possible visit date. Names of those wishing to attend would now 
be sought. 
 

 
Celebrating Lancashire 
Day. 
 

 
A brief update was provided on the reception which will take place in the Speaker’s 
House, Houses of Parliament, 6pm – 8pm, Thursday 25th November, to mark Lancashire 
Day (which is on the 28th). 
 

 
Further business, date 
of next meeting 
 

 
It was agreed that the chair would decide whether another meeting should take place 
in between the BAE Systems visit and the Lancashire Day celebrations, depending upon 
how Parliament was functioning due to the pandemic. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed. 
 

 
 


